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“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


Facts You SHOULD KNow HANSEN’s DISEASE 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable.” the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these states, Han- 
sen’s disease rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might considered 
tically non-communicable disease. The Leprosarium 
Carville was founded fifty-two years ago. date not single 
member the medical nursing staff has contracted the 
disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted innoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself othcr 
human volunteers attempted innoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
years old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 
Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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THE HAVANA CONGRESS 


Municipal School where the Congress will hold its sessions 


evaluation the new sulfone drugs the 
treatment Hansen’s Disease will the high 
point interest the agenda the Internatio- 
nal Congress Leprosy, meeting Havana, Cu- 
ba, April 3-11, 1948. The Congress sponsored 
the Government the Republic Cuba col- 
laboration with the International Leprosy Asso- 
ciation. The Cuban Government has issued official 
invitations all governments with which they have 
diplomatic relations, asking them send delegates, 
and all members the International Leprosy 
Association. 

This will the fifth International Congress, the 
second initiated the International Lepro- 
Association. The former 
Berlin 1897, Bergen 1909, 1923, 
and Cairo 1938, the Cairo Congress was 
agreed that the next International Leprosy Con- 
gress should held Paris 1642. This, how- 
ever, was impossible account the war. 

Speaking editorially the International Journal 
Leprosy, Dr. Ernest Muir London, Secretary 
the International Leprosy Association, said: 
“The calling international congress soon 
after the war act faith. Representatives 


from the American countries can easily reach 


Cuba. But different matter for those the 


Eastern Hemisphere, and especially those 


countries devastated war, many which have 
not yet had time re-develop settled governments. 
Yet some these countries are the most leprosy- 
ridden the worid and without their delegates 


congress would truly representative. 
the Cairo Congress fewer than per- 


sons came from abroad. Sixty-five, not including 
the Egyptian members, were accredited 
sentatives foreign governments. The group 


whole represented separate countries. 

“Definite progress has been made during the 
last ten years our knowledge leprosy and 
measures treatment and control, and 
hoped that spite difficulties, the con- 
tive less profitable than its predecessors. 

Prior the inaugural session the Havana 
Congress proper there will formal one the 
Capitol Building, under the patronage the Pre- 
sident the Republic, his Excellency Dr. 
Grau San Martin. Special events planned during 
the week the congress include reception for 
congress members the Minister Public 
Health, sightseeing the city places histor- 
ical interest, tea the Municipal Palace with 
the Mayor the City Havana host, coun- 
try luncheon given the Provincial Governor 
Havana and the Mayors the Province, concert 
Cuban music the cathedral square, trip 
the Varadero Beach, with the social events culmi- 
nating banquet and ball Sunday evening 
tendered the the Republic and the 
Minister State. One afternoon will spent 
visiting the San Lazaro Hospital near 
Havana, and after the Congress expected that 
some the delegates will visit the newer govern- 


Auditorium 


mental leprosarium, San Luis Jagua Alto 
Songo, near Santiago Cuba. 

The scientific session the congress will 
held the “Valdés Rodriguez” Municipal School, 
where there are ample facilities for offices, press 
room, and committee rooms. The four official 
languages the congress are English, Spanish, 
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Where Dr. Ramon Grau San Martin, 
the Republic, will welcome the 

Portuguese and French. The meeting hall will 
equipped with selector earphone apparatus 
through the courtesy the International Business 
Machines Corporation, that each member may 
listen any given paper whichever these lan- 
guages may choose, rendered translators 
during the reading. This system similar that 

has been announced that the discussions will 
under five headings, Epidemiology and Con- 
Therapeutics, and Sociology. 

very special interest Carville patients, and 
for that matter, patients all over the world, will 
paper presented Perry Burgess, President 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, proposing 
change the name the disease one that scien- 
tifically accurate and which social stigma 
attached. earnestly hoped that the Congreis 
will adopt new name accept the fact thatone 
should found appoint special committee 
consider this. Then every means could 
used inform the public that the old names are 
longer official. We, patients, cannot attend 
the congress, but Mr, Burgess feel that pat- 
ients everywhere have sincere and able repre- 
sentative. Since 1925, when Mr. Burgess became 
identified with the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
has visited leprosaria all parts the world and 
has discussed the social problems the disease 
with the PATIENTS THEMSELVES. 

Dr. Ramén Grau San Martin, the President 
the Republic Cuba, has been named Honorary 
President the Congress and members the lo- 
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cal Executive Committee are: Dr. Alberto Oteiza, 
President; Dr. Ismael Ferrer, Dr. Braulio 
Saenz, Treasurer; Dr. Pedro Nogueira, Dr. 
Ibarra, Dr. Francisco Tiant and Dr. Fernando 
Trespalacios. Also, commissions have been formed 
arrange for Science, Propaganda, Reception, 
Scientific and Commercial Exhibitions. 

Dr. Windsor Wade Culion, Philippines, 
the President the International Leprosy As- 
sociation, organization founded with 
membership distinguished scientists coun- 
tries. Dr. Muir London, England, the 
general Secretary-Treasurer, and other officers 
the Association include: General Councillors: Dr. 
Burnett, Institute Pasteur, Tunis,; 


Heiser (Liaison Officer), New York City, 


Dr. Lampe, Surinam, Dutch Guiana Dr. 
Moiser, Nairobi, Kenya; Dr. Oteiza Setien, 
Havana, Cuba; Rodriguez, Cebu, Philip- 
pines; Sir Leonard Rogers, London, 


Ryrie, London, England; Prof. Serra, Cagli 
ari, Italy; and Dr. Sorel, Paris, France. 

Editorial Board: Dr. Wade, and 
Dr. Muir, Dr. Cochrane, and Dr. 
Maxwell (Associate Editors 

Council, Western Section: Chairman, Dr. P.L. 
Balina, Buenos Aires, Argentina; Vice Chairman, 
Dr. Souza-Araujo, Rio Janeiro, Brazil; 
Councillors, Dr. Briercliffe, Barbados, British 
West Indies; Sir Walter Johnson, 
South Africa. 

Council, Eastern Chairman, Lowe. 
Calcutta, India; Vice-Chairman, Dr. Mitsuda, 
Okayama, Japan; Dr, James 
Maxwell, Bedford, England; Councillors, Dr. 
Austin, Makogai, Fiji; Cochrane, Vel- 
lore, India; Dr. Fushur Taylor, Taihoku, For- 
mosa. 
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Sanatorio Nacional San Luis Jagua (Nation- 
Sanatorium) located between the towns Alto 
Songo and Cristo. The railroad passes behind 
the grounds and the highway front. about 
one ride from Havana either train 
bus. 

This hospital was completed 1°44 and con- 
sidered very modern. Between the entrance and 
the building are located the homes the 
doctors and personnel well the Administra- 
tion Building. The one large shaped two story 
patients’ building with basement accomodates 
320 patients, each room, well 
operating and x-ray rooms, doctors’ offices, store 
rooms, power house, dining halls, recreation cen- 
ter, laundry and all shops and stores. There are 


churches, but services are held the recreation 
center. 


The building above the home the nurses, 
Sisters Charity, Hospital San Lazaro very near 
the small town Rircon, province, ap- 
proximately minute drive from the city 
Havana. This was the first leprosarium established 
Cuba 1917. Prior that date patients were 
kept first one place and then another dating 
back 1681. This hospital, of.en referred 
was established private foundation 


SALUD AMIGOS! 


and administered Board Trustees and 
partly supported the government. Its appearance 
that small town with many houses and pri- 
vate cottages for patients, parks, Catholic cha- 
pel, club and movie house well all regular 
departments any modern hospital. 

There are more than 700 patients the two lep- 
rosaria and over one-half them receive either 
promin diasone. There are more patients re- 
ceiving treatment outpatient dispensaries the 
six provinces Cuba than are hospitalized the 
institutions. Sulfa therapy was started early 


Luis Moreno, patient the National Sanato- 
rium, Secretary the Association Patients. 
These patients have organized the Association 
Patients for physical, social and intellectual im- 
provement. They plan, later publish 
monthly magazine along the same lines THE 
STAR. Luis Moreno writes “We will appreciate 
your permitting use the pages THE STAR 
extend our most sincere greetings patients ev- 
erywhere and all good friends our cause. 

“The Association Patients the National 
Sanatorium wishes extend cordial invitation 
for the delegates the International Congress 
Leprosy visit while they are Havana.” 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 


When sending change address THE STAR give old 
address well new. This necessary locate your ad- 
dress our files. 
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ST. GEORGE, THE SIGNIUM THE INTERNATIONAL 


LEPROSY ASSOCIATION 
Lee Huizenga M.D, 


EDITOR’S NOTE:- Dr. Huizenga, distinguished lep- 
rologist and medical missionary, died 
Dr. Huizenga contributed scholarly papers the liter- 
ature Hansen’s disease, dealing with both its med- 
ical and social aspects, also historical chronicles 

Through the courtesy and interest Dr. Ann Huizenga 
Grand Rapids, Mich., now China, daughter the 
late Dr. Huizenga, THE has been given the col- 
lection Dr. Huizenga’s valuable manuscripts, some 
which had worked while the prison camp. 
Some the manuscripts were typed, others his own 
handwriting, some have been published, some not. From 
time time these papers, all them histor:cal 
significance, will appear STAR. 


*e KE 


Although the International Leprosy Association 
does not recognize any saint its patron, 
nevertheless adopted the picture St. George 
slaying the dragon its shield. 

The legends and stories about George 
many. The Near East, England, Aragon and Portu- 
gal claim him their patron saint. Living early 
303 A.D., belonged rather the Christian 
church whole than any locality. The Cath- 


olic Church, the Anglican Church, the Greek 


Church, the Syrian Church and even the Moham- 
medans revere him. Central Europe, too, has its 
legends concerning him. 

Saint George was born Cappadocia, pious 
Christian parents. military man led victor- 
ious Christian armies far Britain. When 
Diocletian began persecute Christians, Saint 
George personal interview with the emperor 
strongly disapproved his attitude, 
made public profession his faith Christ, re- 
signed his military positicn and ardent 
Christian crusader against the persecution the 
tore pieces the decree the 
emperor, openly posted for public inspection and 
decreeing that Christians must recant killed. 
This enraged the emperor against St. George. 
was arrested and after all kinds tortures which 
would not deny his faith Christ, nor 


the emperor his persecution, was finally put 
death Necomedia 303 A.D. the 23rd 
April. 

Although originally buried Lydda, later 
his remains are said have been carried the 
French village Maine, where many miracles 
are said have been performed means them. 
Others again claim his bones were brought the 
Holy Land. 

old German picture from the Middle Ages 
illustrates the story St. George killing dragon 
with spear. This story found the GOLDEN 
LEGEND Jacobus Voragive and looks like 
christianized form the ancient legend Perseus 
slaying the sea monster save Andromeda, 
the sun god the conqueror darkness. More 
recent crusades against leprosy have revived the 
legend and refer St. George fighting leprosy, 
the dragon destroying the health the Middle 
Ages. This idea has some historic significance since 
the Middle Ages St. George was al- 
ready the Patron Saint leprosy 
order, the Knights St. George, him 
took much interest during the Middle Ages 
nursing victims leprosy. 

The second International Scientific Leprosy 
Conference Bergen, Norway, 1909 first used 
the old legend its emblem, and the International 
Leprosy Association 1931 has slightly modified 
this emblem and adopted for the Association. 

Thus see legends live on, modifying their 
form time and circumstances demand. 


West African Ibo melody written leprosy 
patient Nigeria will set modern dance-time 
and hit, the Rev. Arthur Payton the 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Fund hopes, the roy- 
alties will its composer. This developed after 
the return Nigeria, the West African 
choir which raised manv thousands for 
the fund performances London. 
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WHY NOT CHANGE THE 
Hartman Lichtwardt, M.D. 


Medical Director, Hospital, Detroit, Mich. 


Since Dr. Lichtwardt returned from Iran, where 
was medical missionary for years and became 
familiar with Hansen’s disease, has addressed many 
groups and spoken over the radio, emphasizing that 
although Hansen’s disease serious condition, 
tuberculosis, yet not hopeless and with improved 
methods treatment most cases diagnosed early are 
definitely arrested. Dr. Lichtwardt finds that most lay- 
people are very anxious know the truth about this 
condition they are about other diseases. 


* 

one disease has been shamefully misund- 
erstood, and disgracefully misrepresented 
that relatively non-contagious condition, which 
most the world still knows “leprosy.” 

The unfortunate sufferer has been literally kick- 
from pillar post, driven out his home and 
community, and often locked like wild ani- 
mal lest “contaminate” some other member 
society. Then climax all, the name “leper” 
has been applied him, rendered him social 
outcast,and often bringing shame his entire 
family well unjust disgrace and unfair treat- 
ment himself. 

Leprosy the least infectious all diseases and 
there reason why the ignorant superstitions 
the dark ages should continued today when 
society would still have all sufferers live "without 


camp” and ring their bells, crying “unciean,” 


“unclean” they approach other individuals. The 
so-called “leper” not unclean the person 


who has common cold, influenza 


these with greater wisdom, more charity and 
better common sense. 

The term “leprosy” and “leper” should elimi- 
nated from the dictionary. Either “Hansen’s dis- 
ease” “Hansenosis” would logical name for 
the disease --as the bacillus causing was discov- 
ered (in 1874) Dr. Gerhard Hansen, Norwe- 
gian physician. term without reproach, en- 
abling one consider the person affected, without 
prejudice. more difficult task find term 
replace the odious epithet “leper” --an unneces- 
sary and unjust name. Why should person with 
leprosy called leper, any more than person 
with tuberculosis called “tuber”? 

Fortunately new hope has come those who 
have oil and its der- 
ivatives, which were the basis treatment for 


many years, are being replaced some sulpha 
drugs known PROMIN and DIASONE which 
seemingly give much better results, much more 
rapidly. Practically all early cases are “arrested” 
short time. 

There are several organizations this country 
that are working hard improve the condition 
those who have “Hansenosis” well 
change the ridiculous, antiquated, unjust attitude 
the public. These include the American Mis- 
sion Lepers, Inc., The Leonard Wood Memor- 
ial, The American Legion, and the American 
Federation the Physically Handicapped, Inc. 

The United States Public Health Service must 
commended for the excellent work doing 
Carville, Louisiana, where they well- 
organized and equipped hospital. 

They are handicapped, however, the fact 
that the hospital situated what climatically 
the worst possible spot the entire country, for 
the care those with “Hansenosis.” well- 
built hospital but located hot, moist, low 
section the state, and all investigators testify 
that the condition patients improves much 
more rapidly cool, dry climate. 


vance our Government could persuaded 
treat some other part the coun- 
try that cooler and drier. Incidentally, most 
those having disease could adequately treat- 
their own homes their own physicians, 
were not for the laws still found 
most our states, requiring the individual 
transferred Carville for treatment. 

Yes, there new day coming for those who, 
for centuries, have been branded with the stigma- 
must unite, not only improving 
their care and treatment, and encouraging 
research, but convincing the world that “Han- 
the least infectious all diseases, and 
that can arrested properly treated. 


rds are labels and the name leprosy has dis- 
astrous and altogether erroneous biblical associat- 
ions The official adoption the term 
disease will spare thousands patients from need- 
less suffering. 


F.C. Lendrum M.D. Ph. University Illinois. 
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ONE WORLD, ONE PROBLEM 


Suffering unites the world queer way. 
often tars the globe with one brush. Leprosy 
affords illustration this truth. All over the 
world there the same neglect the human needs 
the leprosy patient and superstitious dread 
the disease. worth pondering why world 
enlightenment and boasted progress, people 
should regard leprosy they did thousands years 
ago when the only surgeon known was the crude 
barber. Ignorance and prejudice perhaps account 
great deal for the situation; but there deeper 
reason: Man’s failure fellowship. The appeal 
leprosy essentially appeal the conscience 
Man. 

The public must divest themselves all wrong 
ideas the disease, such that loathsome, 
hereditary, highly infective every case and even 
casual contact and always incurable. The Report 
Leprosy and its Control says: “The first need 
that misleading idea about leprosy often enter- 
tained the general public, and even admin- 
istrative officers and legislators and sometimes 
the medical profession and medical and public 
health administrators, should abandoned.” 
Good, educative propaganda much needed, but 
unnecessary and exaggerated fears should not 
instilled propaganda. possible that the 
beginning, knowledge the disease, and the con- 
sequent ability detect cases will only increase 
the fear the public. For knowledge will grow 
sooner than prejudice will wear out. But. sound 
knowledge, judiciously spread, can alone bring 
the dawn the day when the brightness reason 
will clear the darkness ignorance 
judice. 

T.N. Jagadisan, 

“Sadhana”, Mylapore, Madras, India 
Mr. Jagadisan, himself ex-patient, the Secretary 
the Kasturba Gandhi Leprosy Work and the Honorary 


Publicity Secretary the British Empire Leprosy 
Relief Association, Madras. 


Here Greece the prevailing feeling society, 
illiterate well educated, flee when they 
hear case leprosy for they think that they 
gaze ill person they shall contract the dis- 
ease. The families patients are put public 
disregard and their neighbors avoid them though 
they, too, were patients. Many times the children 
are denied admittance the schools. 


When case leprosy detected the Health 


Centers are not satisfied with simple 


the house but give widespread publicity the 
facts the neighbors. 

our country condition prevails which 
believe does not persist other countries. The 
physicians, least the majority them, refuse 
work the leprosarium even when appointed 
the post for they fear contamination. The few 
physicians trained our disease refuse instruct 
their colleagues about it. The darkest spot for 
that the Ministry Health does not give pub- 
lic instruction about the slight danger contracting 
the disease. 

Secretary-General, Kollias 
Chairman, Batidis 
Union Lepers Athens, Greece 
Patients Saint Barbara Hospital 


The United States and Australia are thousands 
miles apart geographically yet 1°40 part 
both countries became one when Franciscan Nuns 
New York took over Fantome Island treat 
coloured Hansen patients who were, until then, 
housed Peel Island. 

1905 Peel Island was declared Laza- 
rette 1944 the condition existing there 
reflected the contempt and indifference with 
which the various State Governments Queens- 
land viewed the problem leprosy, despite the 
the fact that Queensland has the largest white in- 


cidence our states. 


Treatment was haphazard, “arrested” were few 


and “returns” certainty. Medication, sanitation, 


hygiene and hospitalization facilities were infini- 
tesimal and ‘tis through the untiring efforts 
few patients that these conditions are slowly but 
surely changing. 1938 our first hospital was 
erected. Visits from medical officer were still few 
and far between and wasn’t until 1944 that Dr. 
Reye, young and ambitious man, was appoir ted 
visiting Medical Officer. was made Resident 
M.O. Peel Island October 194(. Treatment 
has changed from chaulmoogra orally through 
varying stages creosoted moograe. January 
1947, patients Promin and only 
those patients who have the loosing battle 
with chaulmoogra oil can realise how relieved 
body and mind feel about it. 
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have read from time time the efforts 
the various governments combating and treat- 
ing leprosy and though the approach differs 
many respects clear that Hansen patients, the 
world over, are entering era new life and 
hope wherein the damning passages the Bible 
and preachings misguided clergy leprosy are 
scrapped and scientific fact submitted the world 
public. 


Instead dealing with the problem leprosy 
this state scientifically and with proven scient- 
ific fact, our Government depends the adage 
“out sight, out mind” and considers its major 
duty the public and patient ended once case 
segregated. This policy has sponsored rather than 
deterred the incidence the disease and until 
system voluntary hospitalization, administered 
scientific and humane rules, adopted, the problem 
Hansen’s disease Queensland will increase. 
There are patients present Peel Island 
and hesitate state the number would 
increased fourfold the present system was re- 
placed modern facilities the mainland, open 
both the medical profession and public alike, 
backed rigorous campaign enlightenment 
over radio and the columns the press. 


Albert Wolfe Alan Merry, patients 
Peel Island, Queensland, Australia 


One can find with difficulty more than ten 
cases disease contracted within Paris, 
the course this last half-century, where the 
greatest number reside and circulate freely. One 
must account also for the presence 
disease the Capital which rare that the 


appearance comet and the word “contagion” 


would seem have equally lost its sense the 
mouth instructed doctors this say 
well this question, for the 
majority them are totally ignorant about the 
disease) have found phrase declaring 
that “leprosy practically non-contagious the 
Metropolis.” necessary create, more parti- 
cularly warm countries where Hansen’s disease 
found activity, large establishments hygiene 
and prophylaxis tropical disease where patients 
would taken care of, not only those with Han- 
sen’s disease but with all ailments prove well 
that Hansen’s disease like any other. These 
establishments would permit then more efficient 
struggle against this persistent malady which still 
overwhelms millions human beings. The Pav- 
ilion Malta, enclosed within the walls the 


Hospital St. Louis Paris, offers itself model 
this kind and shining evidence that France 
finds itself the head social progress. 


Ernest Nunian, Patient 
Hospital St. Louis, 
Paris, France. 

was first hospitalized (September at- 
Westfort, Pretoria, Transvaal, Union South 
Africa. The general attitude the Staff was that 
patients appear arace apart--there was very 
little contact. Nobody was permitted leave the 
“Institution” visits, picnics, etc. The only out- 
ings allowed are quarterly communal picnic 
when patients are taken the Institution bus 
some place the country nearby and under 
strict supervision overseer have day this 
very limited form “freedom.” patient was 
allowed enter any motor car vehicle vis- 
itor --not even his own. was not supposed, 
the rules, enter own car, when wife vis- 
ited me. Any patient who absconded could 
arrested, were escaped criminal, and 
brought back. could then punished 
detention and removal such “privileges” the 
Medical Superintendent thought fit. Detention 
consisted being locked one’s room from 
until Privileges could include the 
disallowance all visitors over period, and 
the right any form employment. Patients 
were housed compounds which were enclosed 
high barbed wire fences, with gates which were 
locked night, and the fences were patrolled 
native police both day and night. There were two 
watch towers for the purpose overlooking the 
movements European and Native patients. The 
whole atmosphere was prison-like. Upon entry, 
one was told that “the first essential was culti- 
happy and contented mind” actual fact 
the whole set-up, treatment and attitude was cal- 
culated have the reverse effect. 

own emphatic request left Westfort 
August 1942 for Ngomahuro Southern 
Rhodesia. The contrast arriving here from 
Westfort and meeting Dr. Moiser, seeing the 
lay- out and the general friendly attitude was the 
difference between earthly Heaven and Hell. 
The principle which Dr. Moiser worked was 
based one the first remarks made me: 
want people here feel ‘of’ the place rather 
than ‘in’ it. Practically rules were imposed 
him and none existed writing --they were not 
necessary for had only indicate his wishes 


continued page 
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INTERNATIONAL 


The simplest and most effective foreign language 
texts begin naming the parts the human body. 
These members are unvarying and internationally 
recognized. Flowers, fauna, and food differ from 
nation nation, and climate climate. Not 
the nose that detects the flower’s perfume, the arm 
and hand that master the animal, the tongue and 
teeth that masticate the food. citizen the 
United States has head, Frenchman tete, 
German Kopf, Italian testa, Pole Gluza, 
and Englishman, yes, Englishman has ’ead. 

National view points differ, but the brain that 
conceives them always encased within eight 
cranial bones. Diplomatic aims countries may 
antipodal, but the documents which they are 
embodied, are drawn identical bones, mus- 
cles and nerves. Armies march and maneuver 
outwit contending armies, but beneath opposing 
flags, thigh differs not from thigh, leg from leg nor 
foot from foot. word, anatomically and 
physiologically, the human body does not follow 


the divergence mind and heart that 


nation from nation, and occasion erects insup- 
erable barriers between them. national envir- 
onment, racial traits, economic aims, will 
keep aman from bleeding cut, blistering burnt, 
palsied nerve injured. 

The International Leprosy Congress which meets 
Havana April 1948, has, therefore, easier 
job cut out for it, than were the Congress one 
World Finance, Economics, Trade Unions. The 
histology and symptomatology Hansen’s disease 
will —other things being equal— the same whe- 
ther the patient Mexican, Norwegian Greek. 
The skin American will affected Han- 


ian) 


sen’s disease the same way will the skin 
Frenchman. Paraphrasing Shakespeare one may 
well say, “One touch phathology makes the 
whole world kin”. This exemplified this 
pital where, using Hansen’s disease common 
denominator, twenty nationalities, 
function personally and racially according pat- 
tern. 

Internationalism, then, far from being bar 
the success the Congress, should contribute 
thereto. the past two decades, such intelligent 
interest has been shown many nations Han- 
sen’s disease; such progress made its treatment; 
such social sanity exercised those who 
contract it, that centuries ignorance and mis- 
understanding have been sloughed off. Each 
country, are confident, can point some val- 
uable contribution has made. Each can study, 
with interest and profit, the findings the others, 
the revelations their research, the techniques 
their treatments. The fact that such number 
countries have met with some measure success 
one phase another Hansen’s disease, 
should make for Congress strong satisfaction 
over what has been accomplished, determined 
attitude toward the great task remaining. 

The scientific and medical aspects the disease 
leave confidently the hands the delegates 
the Congress. But, since the patient always 
more important than the disease, feel are 
not out turn asking for focusing the de- 
liberations the Congress the social side 
disease. Here again make appeal for 
the international man. If, essentially, citizen 
the United States the same 


(German) 
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citizen Brazil, China, India, also are his 
emotions one with theirs. Social ostracism, 
unjust confinement, separation from loved ones, 
frustration lawful ambitions, denial inherent 
human rights, spell TRAGEDY every language. 
These are the things we, the patients, look see 
attacked and routed. disease merely 
makes patients. Ignorance makes victims. 

The elite the workers this field will ga- 
thered Havana. heartening patients all 
over the world that such group are bringing the 
best efforts their minds, the keenest resources 
research, bear problem that for six thous- 
and years has awaited solution. But we, the 
patients, hold that Education the Public not 
only our most pressing and vital need, but the one 
which will farthest towards attaining the 
Doctors’ ultimate goal --the eradication the 
disease. Never, never, while segregation the 
watchword, and isolation the accepted 
will free born men and women present themselves 
readily great numbers for treatment. Patrick 
Henry spoke for the freedom-loving all nations 


THE STAR 


Calmly, quietly, deliberately, many patient, 
faced with diagnosis disease, turn- 
ing from treatment-in-isolation, has made his 
decision: “Give and give death.” So, 
the Congress which will assemble Havana 
concerned not alone with the treatment patients, 
and the cure disease, but with the securing 
freedom for This introduces truly 
noble note into their deliberations. trust will 
not played minor key. 

working toward eradication isolation 


the chief factor the treatment and control 


the Congress will sailing seas 
with shores but dimly defined, and will 
warned against many dangers, real and mythical, 
assailed the stout heart and clear vision 
stalwart Genoese more than four centuries ago. 
Christopher Columbus, steering the strength 
his convictions, not only discovered new 
world, but proved old truth --that the world 
round. Motivated the same strength, the 
International Leprosy Congress can prove that the 
world square. 
Sister Catherine Sullivan R.N. 


MORE LIGHT 


“We, the patients,” says Sister Catherine, and 
well she may, for although she herself does not 
have Hansen’s disease, Sister Catherine, gene- 
rously helpful, highminded humanitarian, has 
identified herself indelibly with our cause. You 
see, Sister’s knowledge disease does 
not come from text books but from years 
devoted service patients with Hansen’s disease, 
years having been continuous daily 
duty Carville. Many her years here were 
days when conditions were almost primitive. 
She has shared our disappointments, rejoiced with 
iooking forward the social progress that will 
spell new day for the patient with 
disease. 

Speaking for the patients, not only Carville 
but everywhere, Sister “Education 
the Public our most pressing and vital need,” 
meaningful, striking the very heart the prob- 
lem. The basic fact was recognized the last 
World Congress Leprosy, Cairo 1938, which 
they order that leprosy may 
dealt with successfully scale 
and before any large proportion early cases will 


‘come voluntarily for examination, there must 


change the attitude the public toward the 


disease. Any scheme for the control leprosy 
will depend for its success educated public 
opinion.” Our regular readers know that THE 
STAR, almost from its first issues, has carried the 
above recommendation the inside front cover 
from month month, but this cannot repeated 
too often. The truth is, was after hearing this 
recommendation read report the Congress 
the patients Dr. Hasselting from 
Cairo, that we, the patients, decided that 
MUST our part educating the public, and 
THE STAR was born. With our limited equip- 
ment and personnel, THE STAR has carried on. 
have reached relatively small number the 
public with the facts about Hansen’s disease and 
have carried word the new drugs patients 
other leprosaria and, some cases, expedited 
the use the new drugs others countries. 

But what have the leprologists themselves, who 
made the Cairo recommendation, done 
the past ten years? realize that devastating 
War intervened; however, educational ef- 
forts have gone forward other scientific and 
social fields. The Cairo recommendation spoke 
“an educated public opinion” but even before this 
can brought about, seems that the lep- 
rologists should educate their fellow physicians. 
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Office the Honorable Director, 
Leprosy Campaign, 

Vellore, India, 

January 22, 1948. 


Dear Sir; 


fully appreciate your great desire popularize 
the good news about the sulphone drugs le- 
prosy, and your anxiety that these should made 
available all cases leprosy. should, however 
grateful could have the courtesy space 
your excellent magazine place before you an- 
other point view. are agreement with 
you that the sulphone preparations are indicated 
advanced lepromatous leprosy and fact are 
the remedies choice. would, however, 
remind readers your excellent and informative 
journal that workers India have not thrown 
overboard the Hpdnocarpus(chaulmoogra) rem- 
edies. still can produce evidence that from 
50% early cases lepromatous leprosy res- 
pond satisfactorily administered Hydnocar- 
pus therapy. where one dealing with ad- 
vanced cases cases which have relapsed under 
Hydnocarpus treatment that the sulphene group 
drugs are, particularly, valuable. Further, 
would remind your readers that country like 
India quite impossible arrange for people 
swallow tablets over period years, unless 
the patients are well educated institution 
where arrangements can made see that the 
tablets are given continuously. 
India, which poor, large number patients 
cannot afford buy these preparations, therefore 
quite impossible use the new sulphone 
treatment mass scale. Few can afford 300 
400 dollars year for treatment alone. 

wish had time for along letter but anx- 
ious that the difficulties the administration 
the sulphone preparations large scale the 
tropics may appreciated your readers. Fur- 
remedies your excellent magazine should show 
lack sense perspective its natural enthu- 
siasm for new drug. your condemnation the 
Hydnocarpus (Chaulmoogra) derivatives your pub- 
lication danger losing that sense balance 
for which has been justifiably famous. 

You will glad know that the Government 
Madras have issued special directive which 
states that the word “leper” should not used 


CHAULMOOGRA VS. SULFONES 


official communications. 

shall visiting United States before 
Cuba and look forward another opportunity 
meeting own friends Carville. 

With all good wishes all who know and 
expressing deep appreciation for the educative 
propaganda which being undertaken your 
editorial staff. 

Yours cordially, 
Robert Cochrane 
Fellow Royal College Physicians 
Doctor Tropical Medicine Hygiene 
Honorable Director 

are not position question the results 
chaulmoogra oil treatment India, stated 
Dr. Cochrane, aneminent authority Hansen’s 
disease, but know what happened this 
national leprosarium during the chaulmoogra oil 
era, and what happening now with sulfone 
therapy. Carville patients, one on-the-spot ob- 
server remarked, had chaulmoogra oil and its de- 
rivatives “internally, externally, and eternally” for 
almost half century. The late Dr. Ralph Hopkins 
New Orleans, one the foremost dermatolo- 
gists the U.S., made weekly trips here especially 
administer Hydnocarpus (ethyl esters chaul- 
moogra oil) therapy. assume that was 
However, neither early nor advanced 
lepromatous cases responded any great extent, 
and early cases usually retrogressed. 

our laboratory there are series pictures 
individual cases showing marked retrogression 
continuously from year year spite intensive 
chaulmoogra therapy. series pictures the 
same patients under sulfone treatment show 
least 80% improvement the present time. 
Some series such pictures could demonstrate 
this truth. Admitted, occasional cases were arrested 
chaulmoogra therapy, but just about many 
became arrested without medication any kind. 
are inclined believe that the occasional case, 
supposedly arrested chaulmoogra was not 
because the chaulmoogra but spite it. Fur- 
ther, the percentage chaulmoogra oil cases that 
became reactivated was high. too early de- 
termine how many cases arrested sulfones will 
become reactivated, but far, the percentage nil. 

Apart from changes, the differ- 
ence the clinical results between chaulmoogra 
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oil and the sulfones the treatment Hansen’s 
disease Carville, has been dramatic. The chaul- 
moogra oil era was marked tracheotomies, in- 
creased blindness, and ulcerations. But since the 
advent the sulfones, these extreme conditions 
are almost thing the past. Medical reports 
the sulfones from Hawaii, where chaulmoogra oil 
was long ago discarded, tell the same story. 

Old timers, like ourselves, can really appreciate 
the difference the effects the two treatments. 
have experienced and the effects 
both drugs. not think that our con- 
demnation chaulmoogra oil has been too strong 
our enthusiasm for the sulfones too great. 
repeat that should like see chaulmoogra oil, 
including Hydnocarpus, rejected favor the 
sulfones everywhere has been done here. 
the expense the drugs, the savings surgical 
dressings more than offset the cost the 
least, that has been the experience Carville. 
far can see, the administration chaul- 
moogra oil intramuscularly and oraily, mass 
scale, presents just much difficulty promin 
intravenously and diasone orally. And with promin 
not have the abscesses that too often follow- 
chaulmoogra injections, and with diasone, 
not have the nausea that was frequently the re- 
sult taking chaulmoogra oil capsules. 

The current issue the INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL LEPROSY reports that during the 
period 1942 1947, “only submitted 
article chaulmoogra,” while there were 
number articles, all encouraging, the sul- 
fones. Would Dr. Cochrane say that the 

Dr. Cochrane the author recent PRAC- 
TICAL TEXT BOOK LEPROSY, planned 
guide all phases the subject leprosy for 
students, general practitioners and specialists. 
this text book, which because the author’s prom- 
inence will widely circulated, Dr. Cochrane 
chaulmoograist because his chapters treat- 
ment accepts only the chaulmoogra oil therapy, 
while the newer sulfones are almost ignored. And 
must remembered that this text book for 
future doctors. 


S.S. 


the Second Pan-American Leprosy Confer- 
ence held 1946 acute difference 
opinion emerged ding the value chaulmoog- 
oil and the sulfone drugs. Some members held 
that chaulmoogra oil was very little value. 


However, was finally “agreed that chaulmoogra 
should have further trials; efforts being made 
carry out properly controlled experiments 
determine its actual value. was also agreed that 
until the sulfone drugs had been further tried out 
and were more generally available for all patients, 
chaulmoogra must remain the standard treatment 
for leprosy.” —Leprosy Mission Digest, January- 
March 1938. 

Abstracts from “Conclusions” and “Discussion” 
paper read Dr. Paul Erickson, Carville, La., 
before the Section Dermatology the Annual 
Session the American Medical Association, June 
1947, 

the chemotherapy leprosy with the sulfone 
drugs, promin, diasone, and promizole, objective 
clinical improvements are produced which are 
sustained and can not attributed spontaneous 
remissions the disease. These objective improve- 
ments, although slow their development, are 
progressive during the course treatment. They are 
substantiated the photographic changes which 
occur the lesions. Laboratory examinations in- 
dicate that the sulfone drugs have bacteristatic 
action leprosy. 

Since the drugs are slowly acting chem- 
otherapeutic agexts, further research should 
continued the hope discovering more power- 
ful bactericidal agents. 

Until faster acting remedies are discovered, the sulfone 
must considered the optimal treatment leprosy. 
Their further investigation all leprosaria through- 
out the world recommended. Dr. Erickson. 


last are the threshold optimism and 
may later even cautiously mention the word 
“cure”. The encouraging reports Faget and his 
group influenced Dr. Norman Sloan Kalau- 
papa settlement, the island Molokai, seek 
these promising drugs. Dr. Harold Johnson, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 


With any treatment that has accomplished con- 
tinuous good results, have the sulfones, brighter 
outlook can maintained until better treatment 
found. Dr. M.T. Van Studdiford, New Orleans. 


with interest the outcome the discus- 
sions therapy, chaulmoogra vs. sulfones, 
the Havana Congress. hope the Hansenolog- 
ists will FORWARD the sulfones. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE STAR give old 
address well new. This necessary locate your 
dress our files. 
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VISITING 


was day happy reminiscing for Dr. F.A. 
Johansen (left) and Biehn (right) when 
Dr. Biehn visited here February 26. The two 
doctors had not seen each other since 1911 when 
Dr. Johansen graduated from the Chicago College 
Medicine and Surgery (now Loyola University) 
where Dr. Biehn was one his professors, and 
Dr. says his “favorite prof”. Today, Dr. Biehn 
chief the Research Division the Abbott 
Laboratories, North Chicago, one America’s 
most distinguished pharmaceutical firms and 
manufacturers Diasone. Diasone one the 
sulfa drugs now used this hospital with encour- 
aging results. THE editorial staff had the 
privilege meeting Dr. Biehn and the opportu- 
nity personally thank him for the generous aid 
Abbott Laboratories have given our educational 
campaign entering subscriptions THE STAR 
for science writers and medical libraries through- 
out the country. 


Dr. H.E. Hasseltine, former Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital (1936 40), was here Feb- 
ruary, gteeting old friends among patients and per- 
sonnel, and introducing Mrs. Hasseltine who, before 
her marriage the doctor last December Pasa- 
dena, California, was Mrs. Kendall. The Hassel- 
tines were route visit relatives Mississippi, 
Missouri and Virginia. Dr.and Mrs. Hasseltine will 
live Bristol, Vermont. 

Dr. Hasseltine, who attended the Cairo Congress 
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DOCTORS 


1938, maintains his interest disease 
and particularly Carville patients. was much 
impressed with the noticeable improvement the 
new drugs have brought the patients. 


While medical convention New 
Orleans, Dr. Louis Brunsting member 
the dermatological staff the famed Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, took time Feb. 26, 
run Carville with Dr. Lee McLean 
(right), New Orleans dermatologist. Our Dr. 
Erickson (center) showed the visiting med- 
icos around the hospital and Dr. Brunsting was 
interested meeting several patients whom 
had diagnosed the Mayo Clinic. 


Dr. McCoy’s intense interest Hansen’s 
disease keen today was yeais ago when 
young officer the Public Health Service 
went Hawaii work the United Siates Lep- 
rosy Investigation Station Kalihi. Dr. McCoy, 
the dean American leprologists, recently retired 
from Medical School, New Orleans, where 
was director and professor the Department 
Public Health, made frequent trips Carville and 
was always stimulating THE STAR talk 
with him. Now and Mrs. McCoy 
ing Washington, and prior their 
departure came for weekend February. 

Dr. McCoy spent the past summer California 
making epidemiological survey dis- 


next page column 


1948 


HYPOSPRAY FAREWELL PAIN 


left right: William Meyer, Dr. Paul 
Erickson, Dr. Robert Hingson and 
Dr. Johansen, 


this era wonder drugs and ultra modern 
medical techniques may now added the hypo- 
spray, the first basic change injection technique 
almost one hundred years. Our local medical 
staff had the opportunity over the weekend 
February discussing this significant new de- 
vice with Dr. Robert Hingson, director the 
post-graduate course anes:hesiology and obstet- 
rics the University Tennessee School 
icine Memphis. Dr. Hingson the first doctor 
have used the hypospray gun patients. 
Commissioned Officer (Surgeon) the 
Public Health Service loan the University 
Tennessee and his consultation with Carville med- 
icos was the suggestion Dr. R.C. Williams, 
Assistant Surgeon General who has very special 
interest this hospital. 

Dr. Hingson explained that the hypospray 
based entirely new principle called “jet in- 
jection”. utilizes syringe, needles and 
practically eliminates pain. The hypospray gun 
about the size small flash light. few twists 
the lower portion builds pressure. 
like aluminum capsule which holds the medicine, 
keeping sterile, dropped into the top and tight- 
ened into place. press button and the drug 
forced into the body means spring- 
driven plunger. 


Dr. Hingson tried the hypospray our medical 
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staff and Dr. Johansen said “Not one felt 
twinge pain. really quite remarkable and 
are looking forward trying the patients, 
course far our particular problem con- 
cerned purely experimental yet. feel sure 
the hypospray can used for giving penicillin, 
vitamin etc., and are hopeful will work 
for the promin injections.” 

The hypospray gun was invented not 
doctor but Lockhart, young Diesel engineer, 
who conceived the idea high pressure small 
metal containers after observing workers around 
engines, who had oil inadvertently injected 
and felt pain. 

The basic anatomical studies were made the 
laboratory Dr. Frank Figge the Depart- 
ment Anatomy the University Maryland 
Medical School. The hypospray gun was then 
employed actual clinical work clinic con- 
nected with the Medical School the University 
Tennessee Dr. Hingson and Dr. James 
Hughes who reported their work ANES- 
THESIA ANALGESIA (November-December 
1947. 

Dr. Hingson was one ten menchosen 1947 
the National Junior Chamber Commerce 
for outstanding work that benefitted large groups 
people. April Dr. Hingson will Johns 
Hopkins where will his work. 

have been informed the latest word that 
Dr. Hingson will consult with the staff this hos- 
pital the latter part March timeit hoped 
that some actual experimental work will start with 
the use this instrument administering promin 
cther drugs. 


DR. 


ease that state. said that dating from 
approximately 1906, among 500 cases 
were probably infected within the state and the 
remainder were chiefly from Mexico, Pacific Is- 
lands, China and Japan. Dr. McCoy classifies Cal- 
ifornia “slightly endemic” and thinks the 
health authorities there have very intelligent 
understanding the problem. Commenting the 
other endemic states Dr. McCoy said that Loui- 
siana and Florida practica all cases were infected 
the state, but Texas, while large proportion 
are infected there, other cases are imported. 

New York state has the most progressive regula- 
concerning disease any our 
48. These regulations have been effect since 
about 1918, according Dr. McCoy, and thev are 
based experience rather than theory. 
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“It seems funny the other end this 
thing,” said William Taylor (above), Director 
Photography, School Medicine, Temple Uni- 
versity, Philadelphia, when was 
THE STAR’s Johnny Harris during his recent 
two weeks visit this hospital. Mr. Taylor, prom- 
inently identified with the 
Association and member the Advisory Photo- 
graphic Committee the Leonard Wood Memo- 
rial (The American Leprosy Foundation), has 
been interested photography for the past 
years. veteran both World Wars, Taylor was 
the Museum and Medical Arts Service the 
Army which had nine Photographic Units all 
parts the World during World War 
took the 4th Unit Australia and New Guinea. 

Taylor came Carville further special 
study clinical medical pictures patients with 
Hansen’s disease, recently inaugurated the Leo- 
nard Wood Memorial. The Memorial Committee 
expert medical photographers interested 
the problem better and standard methods 
graphically recording the results the new treat- 
ments used disease and recommend 
equipment and procedure which will make possible 
the production good, uniform clinical photo- 
graphs personnel (sometimes limited 
graphic experience) situated various parts the 
world. planned develop special camera 
for clinical medical pictures that might applic- 
able all diseases and particular importance 
the military forces the country, 

While here, Mr. Taylor worked with Sister Hi- 


MEDICAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND DISEASE 


lary Ross, our biochemist and photographer whose 
medical clinical pictures are rated “dramatic” 
experts the was much impressed with 


the work here and the cooperative attitude 


patients. 

The Leonard Wood Memorial will have 
tography exhibit the coming International Con- 
gress Leprosy Havana. Demonstrations will 
given the use new equipment Mr. Ralph 
Creer, Chairman the Memorial’s Advisory 
Committee Photography, member the Com- 
mittee Medical Motion Pictures the American 
Medical Association and Consultant Medical 
Photography the Veterans’ Administration. 

Mrs. Perry Burgess Honorary Director 
Photography the Leonard Wood Memorial. 
Other members this special committee are 
Charles Brownell, Medical Division, Eastman 
Kodak Company, Rochester, New York; Leonard 
Julin, Director, Section Photography, Mayo 


Clinic, Rochester, Minn; Don Kohler, Lamp Dep- 


artment, General Electric Company, Cleveland, 
Ohio; Miss Anne Shiras, Director Photography, 
School Medicine, University Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dr. Wade, Medical Director, Leonard Wood 


ONE WORLD ONE PROBLEM 


continued from page 


and they were respected. 

took most friendly attitude toward his Eur- 
opean patients and was not but per- 
sonal friend. frequently visited them their 
cottages and often invited his house for ten- 
nis, tea and occasionally for drink afterwards. 
had absolutely fear the disease nor prejudice 
toward the patients. 

set out re-establish confidence, the pa- 
tient himself, and the public their attitude 
toward the disease. allowed occasional visits 
town, your home friends and believing the 
psychological aspect was paramount importance 

Now that has resigned, the friendly, happy 
contact between staff and patients sadly lacking 
and short this not the Ngomahuro Dr. 
Moiser but more like the attitude which prevails 
Westfort. 

A.H. Pipe, patient 
Ngomahuru Hospital, Fort Victoria, 
Southern Rhodesia, Africa 
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CARVILLE MECCA FOR MISSIONARIES 


Bound for foreign mission fields where they will 
serve stations for the care and treatment 
people with Hansen’s disease, missionaries fur- 
and others going out for the first time have 
come regard visit this hospital must be- 
fore leaving the United States. Sulfa therapy 


course, the main attraction. 

Here our protestant hospital Chaplain Clifton 
Rash showing Rev. and Mrs. Holland the 
World Wide Grace Testimony Mission Milwau- 
kee some Harris’ cartoons which line the walls 
THE STAR office. Rev. Holland was particu- 
larly interested drawing the leopard 
that lost its spots after sitting “promin shot”. 
Wild animals zre not novelty the Hollands 
who have been missionaries Africa for years 
the Eastern Belgian Congo for the past 
years. Rev. Holland said that game hunting 
Africa often necessity rather than sport, the 
animals destroying the crops and sometimes the na- 
themselves. remembered one furious at- 
tack hippo made native almost severing his 
leg. went out next day and killed hippos 
«ven the score for the native”, and added, “Hippo 
meat excellent for the table.” Rev. Holland dis- 
big game trophies while was here. 

Hollands plan return Africa later 


where they will open new leprosarium 


the Country”, Eastern Belgian Congo. 


After years service Korea. Dr. Manton 
Wilson came back his home Richmond, Va. 
last September all setto retire and enjoy life. But 
the United States Army, whom Advisor 


Leprosy Korea, had other ideas. Because the 
shortage doctors Korea they cabled him 
return. Carville during February Dr. Wilson 

said, “I’m ready go.” “We began giving promin 
our Korean Only 500 the 
8,200 the four colonies were receiving this drug 
when left because the government poor.“ 
endeavoring secure sufficient diasone 
through the Korean government treat many 
more patients. 

Dr. Wilson thinks his Korean patients, despite 
stigma and superstition which abound, are the hap- 
piest the world. There are 540 married couples 
among the patients who have built their own homes 
and lead almost normal lives. 

one colony —Little Deer Island— there are 
6,200 patients. Dr. Wilson and his son, also doctor, 
took over the hospital 1946 and selected 
patients for medical instruction. Today those 
patients perform minor surgery, give injections, 
nursing and many other duties. 

Dr. Wilson has sons and daughters all born 
and Korea. Four his sons are doctors. 


Dr. John Dreisbach, young Ohio physician, 
visited our hospital for two weeks. Dr. Dreisbach 
returned from the Canal Zone last August where 
was Acting Superintendent the leprosarium 
Palo Seco. Dr. and Mrs. Dreisbach 
honeymoon Palo Seco and May they will fly 
Northern Nigeria, Africa, where Dr. Dreisbach, 
under the Sudan Interior Mission, will Medical 
Director large leprosariacaring for and 4,000 
patients. Dr. Dreisbach plans attend the Havana 
Congress. 


Missionary Jean Connellof Indian- 
Jewell Olsen Humphrey, Nebraska 
and Elaine Thomas Lake, 
spent busy week here February. Miss Connell 
goes Brazil, Miss Olsen will serve the Belgian 


Congo and Miss Thomas slated Liberia, 
Africa. 


Rice and disease attracted Father 
McCabe, Maryknoll Missionary, Louisiana. 
Father McCabe was China years and plans 
return April Kweilin, Kwangsi, South China. 
has been taking agriculture lowa 
State College. was Crowley “the rice center 
the world” observe how done and 
Carville see the latest Hansen’s 
disease therapy. 
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MONOPOLIES 


Now comes the current issue LEPROSY RE- 
VIEW, organ the British Empire Leprosy Relief 
Association, with another wedge for socialization 
medicine, urging “for the sake leprosy con- 
trol everywhere, that the uncontrolled sale the 
sulphone drugs should prohibited, and that 
their use should confined leprosy institutions 
and other centers where strict control can exer- 
cised.” their own words they incriminate the 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL LEPROSY 
this little scheme saying that they are “acting 
conjunction with” them, drawing the attention 
both workers and administrators the dangers 
inherent the marketing the sulphone drugs. 
accomplishing prohibition sale one field, 
they would have their opening wedge for others 
and would indeed make the American medical 
profession look like lot incompetents de- 
prive them the use certain drugs and allow 
only so-called specialists experiment with and 
use them for their patients. Considering that of- 
ficially only the Public Health Service has the 
right treating this disease the U.S. present 
(with the exception the State New York), 
such action would put immediate stoppage 
the treatment great number cases which 
are now handled sub-rosa dermatologists 
Texas, Florida, Louisiana and California. Such pa- 
tients have managed get their treatments out- 
side the leprosarium, are the kind people who 
will not fenced in, and would detriment 
public health the whole, deprive 
that facility. 

The LEPROSY REVIEW says that “it this 
virtual monopoly treatment that large 
leprosy control depends.” here the United 
States not like monopolies, whether private 
enterprise the government. And fore- 
gone conclusion that particularly the drug com- 
panies won’t like it, will prevent them from 
making larger sales. the LEPROSY REVIEW 
and the INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL LEP- 
ROSY that there any leprosy control 
either the United States any the British 
possessions now, they had better look about them. 
Our own Public Health Service admits that there 
are almost ten times many cases outside Car- 
ville, are being treated inside. Does that sound 


Gertrude Hornbostel 


they had under control? And that very 
conservative estimate those responsible for its 
control and have often wondered what real 
census would actually produce. 

The LEPROSY REVIEW says that “the danger 
sulphone medication inexperienced hands 
will realized most leprosy workers.” Why there 
should any more danger the use these par- 
ticular sulphone drugs than any other drugs 
with similar results being used every day the 
medical profession general practice, beyond 
the pale common sense and only sounds like 
another bid for monopoly, not only for the use 
the sulphones, but also for the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. 

WHY this flagrant attempt monopoly only 
one disease being made, can guessed. 
made order entering wedge for socialized 
medicine because segregation officially known 
cases Hansen’s disease has been established 
fact for thousands years since the day the 
tribal medicine man who had the power life and 
death over the individual and that taboo has 
never yet been rescinded public demand. 
don’t want any more medicine men with such 
power their bag tricks. 


The leprosaria Brazil seem prove that 
wives are more steadfast their devotion than 
husbands. least that the way appears 
Mrs. Eunice Weaver, the leader social work for 
the patients and families patients that coun- 
try. When Mrs. Weaver visited Carville she 
said the case Major Hornbostel who asked 
remain this hospital with his wife not all 
unusual her country. this the interesting 
part it. It’s the wives who beg join their hus- 
bands and live the leprosaria. Only few 
instances the husbands make the request. 
healthy spouses now living the leprosaria 
Brazil, are wives and only two are husbands.” 
Through the years the Carville percentage has been 
about the same. But the husbands might just 
faithful they were not the breadwinners. Also 
healthy spouses are not permitted live this 
hospital but can visit from A.M. P.M. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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NEW SURGEON-GENERAL NOMINATED 
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Thomas Parran Dr. Leonard Scheele 


April the United States Public Health 
Service will have new Surgeon General. 
Dr. Leonard Scheele suceeding Dr. Thomas 
Parran who has served ably for the past years. 
Because Dr. Parran’s great knowledge inter- 
national health problems will continue the 
the interim committee the world 
health organization, United Nations affiliate. 

Dr. Scheele, who hasan from the Univer- 


University, School Medicine, Detroit, 


has been Career Officer the U.S. 
since 1943, presently Director the Natio- 
nal Cancer Institute. 


After six months competent service Medical 
Librarian here, Mrs. Ellyn Broomel Beaty Baton 
Rouge has resigned. 

Miss Olive Stuart, also Baton Rouge, has as- 
oumed the position. Miss Stuart, with from 


Louisiana University and from Tulane- 


University has had special training for institutional 
medical library work the University Min- 
nesota. She wasin charge The Government 
and Public Welfare Library and served 
the Tulane University Medical Library staff. 


The Houston Texas Chronicle February 22, 
quotes Mrs. A.P. Borden that city saying that 
she intends start one-man campaign seek 
establishment leprosy clinic Houston’s new 
Medical Center. “There should diagnostic 
clinic, with doctors trained the diagnosis lep- 


rosy”, said Mrs. Borden who has been interested 


our problem for the past years. 


THE STAR 


DR. TREUTING PAYS TRIBUTE 
DR. FAGET 


The tragic death Dr. Guy Faget July 17, 
1947, brought sudden end the brilliant career 
man who devoted lifetime service 
humanity. The loss Dr. Faget was perhaps most 
profoundly felt his former patients and co- 
workers Carville. Dr. Faget gave the most pro- 
ductive years his life fighting disease 
member the Public Health service. relatively 


few years, Dr. Faget brought along treatment 


Hansen’s disease more swiftly than had progres- 
sed century before. His success drew world- 
wide attention. His service will endure the 
hearts the men and women who were 
ients and has left memorial scientific 
achievement that will live through the years. 
Dr. Faget’s death occurred just the 
time when executives the Public Health 
Service arrived New Orleans complete plans 
for the opening the new research center was 
head. The research program was direct 
will proceed with the resolute determination and 
devotion conquering disease that was reflected 
the lifetime effort great man and great 
scientist. 

Treuting, D., H., State Health 
Officer. (Quarterly Bulletin, State Louisiana 
Department Health.) 


Dr. E.R. Kellersberger, General Secretary the 
American Mission Lepers who has been 
five month tour coionies Hawaii, the Philip- 
pines, China and India will return the 
time attend the Havana Congress. addition 
Dr. Kellersberger, Dr. Neil China, 
and Dr. Herbert Gass Chandkuri, India will 
officially the Congress representing the 
merican, London Chinese branches the 

The Mission doing magnificent job pro- 
viding diasone for the patients foreign countries. 
They just talk about the medicines but they 
send large quantities. They have already spent 
$100,900, send diasone Korea, China, Para- 
guay, India, Philippines, Brazil, Nigeria, Cameroun, 
Angola, Portuguese East Africa, Ethiopia; 
Japan, Colombia, Greece, Guadeloupe, In- 
dies), Arabia, A.-E. Sudan, Palestine, France, Sur- 
inam, Belgium, Australia, Egypt, Burma, 
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MORE LIHGT.... 

continued from page 
particularly dermatologists, not only diagnostically 
but that the medical men, whose opinion counts 
any community all countries, can take the 
lead dispelling ignorance the disease and pre- 
judice against those who have it. recent example 
the prejudice and lack understanding the 
medical profession occurred our very doorstep 
the Louisiana State Medical Society passed 
resolution discouraging treatment patients else- 
where than this hospital. The Medical 
resolution, one fell swoop, did incalculable da- 
mage our educational campaign. And this 
Louisiana, where there are more cases without 
Carville than within. 

have less than 400 patients this national 
leprosarium and the 2,000 5,000 cases not 
hospitalized, reasonably certain that only 
very small percentage are receiving treatment. 
many instances, people who know they have 
Hansen’s disease will not report for treatment be- 
cause public opinion. 

estimated that there are million 
people the world suffering from dis- 
ease and less than are said receiving treat 
ment. Can this said any other known chronic 
disease? This even more tragic now that have 
drugs that can arrest disease. 

“As the world grows smaller, what happens else- 
where becomes increasingly important Americ- 
life,” says Quincy Howe. Our country recogniz- 
because are now taking leading part 
most humanitarian and scientific effort. Why 
not disease? 

The United States Public Health Service assum- 
the responsibility for the care and control 
disease the S.in 1921. Our govern- 
ment sent official delegates the 1938 Cairo 
Congress they will the Havana Con- 
gress, but our Public Health Service has made 
very plain that they are not willing undertake 
educational program disease ex- 
cept the endemic States, Louisiana. Texas and 
Florida, and even this seems long coming, 
their program early case these states 
successful. Dr. Williams, Assistant 
Surgeon General, charge the leprosy detail 
for the PHS, recently admitted that educational 
program disease would natio- 
nal significance. However, Dr. Williams points 
out thatthe policy the PHS prevents them from 
promoting extensive educational propaganda 
campaigns. Says Dr. Williams: “We feel that 


there are groups citizens who are interested 
informing the public regarding the problem 
leprosy from national standpoint, shall 
glad work with them, well with any res- 
ponsible organization that may interested 
carrying program education for the gene- 
ral public relative this subject.“ 

have national organization such the 
National Tuberculosis Association the Infantile 
Paralysis Foundation. have been fortunate 
gaining the interest The American Legion, The 
Legion Auxiliary, the Forty and Eight, the DAV 
Auxiliary, and other groups that have devoted 
part their programs our cause, and they have 
done great deal disseminating knowledge 
disease. 

The Leonard Wood Memorial (The American 
Leprosy Foundation), although restricted re- 
search work, and The American Mission Lep- 
ers, Protestant religious group, have also done 
much toward public enlightenment. The Memorial 
has been particularly active promoting the use 
the term disease. But even these in- 
fluential groups reach comparatively small per- 
centage the general public. 


For years the patients and many their friends 
have contended that there real need for anat- 
ional organization devoted exclusively educa- 
tion regarding disease. takes time, 
talent and money promote such organization 
and have only the first and, paradoxically, 
although this hospital, not too much that. 
The Public Health Service could help, and not 
violate their policy, immediately giving Carville 
professional Public Relations Counsel. ever 
hospital needed one, this one does. 

The coming Havana Congress should reiterate 
the Cairo recommendation concerning “edu- 
cated public opinion”, but let have not only the 
lip service recommending it, but ACTION. 

Goethe said, “More light, more light”. 


are delighted hear that Sister 
Sullivan, Assistant Visitatrix, Daughters Sr. Vin- 
cent Paul, Normandy, Mo., and Sister Hilary 
Ross, our bio-chemist will attend the Havana Con- 
gress. Sister Catherine associate member 
the International Association Leprosy and 
Sister Hilary isa member the Associaticn and 
frequent contributor the Internat onal 
Leprosy. 
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LEGION AUXILIARY’S NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
HONORS HOSPITAL VISIT 


Mrs. Lee William Hutton Excelsior, 
National President the American Legion Auxi- 
liary, made her official visit the Department 
Louisiana early March and trip this hos- 
pital Tuesday, March 

According the NATIONAL NEWS the 
merican Legion Auxiliary, National President 
the American Legion Auxiliary must 
woman outstanding ability, gracious personality 
and deep understanding”. fcund that Mrs. 
Hutton possesses these her pre- 
Mrs. Walter Craven and Mrs. Norton Pearl. 

Local Legionnaires were send our 
Buick Station Wagon, the gift the National 
Auxiliary 1946, New Orleans bring our 
guests here and return them the city the 
late afternoon. 

The included Hagans, 
Dept. President and Mrs. Rcdney Toups, Dept. 
Poppy Poster Chairman, New: Orleans; Mrs. 
Flood Madison, Jr.. National Committeewoman 
Monroe, La. and Mrs. L.L.. (Steve) McCormick, 
Carville Hospital Chairman, Destrehan, La. The 
party were luncheon guests Dr. and Mrs. F.A. 


Johansen the station. 


Early the afternoon Dr. and Mrs. Johansen 
brought the group over meet the assembled na- 


tient body the theatre. Mrs. Hutton told her 
European tour member official party 
representing the American Legion and Auxiliary. 
She spoke the critical condition the world finds 
itself today and said was necessary for every 
American good American. the work 
the Auxiliary for God and Country she said 
had brought hex joy sign 300 charters for 
new units since assuming her office. 


After Mrs. Hutton’s talk the local string band, 


Son Tropical, rendered several numbers for the 
entertainment our guests. Later the Auxiliary 
ladies from Sunshine, La. and the local unit met 
Mrs. Hutton informally. 

Dr. Johansen conducted the visitors tour 
the hospital which included visit THE STAR 
plant. Mrs. Hutton was interested when told 
her about our foreign circulation and fact 
everything and everybody here. Under the able 
guidance Mrs. Hutton feel that the Auxil- 
interest Carville will continue grow 
and expand. 


First row, left right: Johansen, Mrs. 
Hagans, Mrs, Lee Hutton, Mrs. Rodney Toups and Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick. 

Second row, left right: Dr. F.A. Johansen and Mrs, 
Madison, 


Correction— page the story “New 
Surgeon- General Nominated,” the year 1943 should 
1934. 


“The test tolerance comes when are 
majority; the test courage comes when are 
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OUR TOWN 


Marking the second time that Carville patients 
have voted state elections since the franchise 
was granted the 1946 State Legislature, 
backed Sam Jones for Governor about 
the Democratic primary run-off February 
24. The official tabulations Precinct Ward 
Iberville Parish, were votes for Sam Jones and 
for Earl Long; Lieutenant Governor Dodd 24, 
Verret 45; Secretary State: Durham 42, Martin 
25; Attorney General: Kemp 24, 45; Audi- 
tor: Bannister 45, Baynard 22; Superintendent 
Education Coxe 27, Jackson 40; Secretary Agri- 
culture: Anderson 23, Pearce 41. 


The Carville audience had the time its life 
Sunday afternoon, February 29, listening the 
songs long ago, staring the Can-Can Girls, 
enjoying the Flora Dora Sextette, hissing the City 
Slicker and cheering Little Nell, when the Jefferson 
Lion’s Club and the Ladies’ Auxiliary Jefferson, 
La., presented “The Follies the Gay Nineties” 
our theater. The entire cast, directed Mr. and 
Mrs. James Aitken, was exceptionally good, but 
the show-stopper was Julie and Arthur O’Neil 
“Daisy Belle and Beau”, bicycle-built-for-two 
skit. The whole program was surefire entertain- 
ment and much appreciated the patients. 


Our local Boy Scout Troop had its “Charter 
the theater for the impressive program 
which opened with the Pledge Allegiance the 
troop and included songs, Kazoo Band numbers, 
Candlelight Investiture Ceremony, talk Troop 
Johansen, the Presentation the Charter 
William Scout Executive 
Baton Rouge, and greeting from George Wilkes, 
“good scout” Baton Rouge. Following the 
formal program, boys’ tumbling act really 
brought down the house. film, “Scout Trail 
Citizenship”, concluded truly worthwile evening. 


OUR SUBSCRIBERS 
You will not receiving April STAR be- 
cause this month’s issue double one, including 


March and April. Our May number will appear 
usual. Thank you. 


Ed. 
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HAVANA BOUND 


The United States delegation attending the 5th 
International Congress Leprosy Havana, 
April 3-11, will include the following: Dr. F.A. 
Johansen, Medical Director, Carville, La. and Dr. 
Robert Hingson, Memphis, Tenn., representing 
the U.S. Public Health Service and the Leonard 
Wood Memorial; representing the Memorial will 
Mr. Perry Burgess, President and Mrs. Burgess, 
Director the Photographic Department, New 
York; Dr. James Doull, P.H.S., Chief Depart- 
ment International Relations; Dr. William 
Feldman, Bacteriologist, Mayo Dr. Howard 
Karsner, Director the Institute Pathology, 
Reserve University, Cleveland; Dr. Mal- 
colm Soule, Professor Bacteriology, Hygienic 
Laboratory, University Michigan, Ann Arbor: 
Dr. H.W. Wade, Medical Director the Memorial; 
Mr. Ralph Greer, Director the Department 
Motion Pictures the American Medical Associa- 
tion, Chicago; and Dr. Richardson Buffalo, 
Mrs. Mrs. Johansen, Mrs. Karsner and 
Mrs. Soule will also the party. 


THE RUARK COLUMNS 


Robert Ruark, the Scripps-Howard columnist 
who turned the heat Lt. Gen. John Lee 
Italy last year, turned the spot light publicity 
Carville and Hansen’s disease four his 
syndicated columns beginning March Ist and run- 
ning consecutively. 

Ruark got his information and 
Herschel Williams New Orleans, also writer, 
were here for few hours February 24th. Re- 
porting his visit RUARK SAYS “It was the 
greatest single experience life. went 
the hospital full the old superstitions and loath- 
ings the Biblical version the “unclean” and 
have come out considerably shaken, but with all 
concepts changed.” 

Bob column appears about 109 lead- 
ing newspapers and rates “top readership 
among columnists.” only one two spots where 
his material got out hand, probably because 
wanted inject dramatic shock, Carville 
columns were most informative. dragged the 
bug-a-boo right out into the thous- 
ands people, even millions, the truth about 
Hansen’s disease. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record. 


the much publicized case Father Damien his 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus, single 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable dis- 
eases New York State and patients that State are subject 


man woman may remain perfect physical for 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 


name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 


mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 


WHERE 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 
DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 


let know any way can serve 


THE CANTEEN 
Where 
Your patronage greatly appreciated 
Owned and operated the 

PATIENTS’ FEDERATION 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 


General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 
CONVENIENT 


Carville, Louisiana 


you any time. 
** * 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
Established 1910 Member 


The purpose this publication to: 
Promote educated public opinion sease. 


Encourage and finance social for needy patients. 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine National Leprosarium, 
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